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WORKPLACE DEATHS 

Statement 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [10.16 pm]: I will reflect tonight on a tragedy that occurred over the 
summer break. There was a lot of focus, as there always has been, on road trauma and a lot of focus in particular 
on some of the weather events around the country. We have had the full derby—floods, fire, and I am sure there 
has been some pestilence in there. However, what we saw was a real tragedy from a societal perspective; we had 
two deaths in and around workplaces. Investigations around those deaths will hopefully resolve some of the 
questions for their families. If we are to believe the reported information, a young apprentice, 18 years old, died 
the evening before Australia Day and his body was not discovered for a couple of days. We also had a worker 
who died in his donga in Karratha. He was at work, he died alone and he was there for some time—a week or so. 
It just seems to me that the great tragedy in all this is that we hear reports of people dying alone in their homes 
and discussions about how isolated people have become in our society, but this did not happen at home. It 
happened at the workplace. How somebody can die alone with nobody noticing that that has occurred is just 
beyond me. I have tried to reconcile in my head different scenarios that would allow that to occur and I cannot 
work it out. Even if I think back to people who were the most unpopular or the most silent, self — 

Hon Ed Dermer: Contained. 

Hon JON FORD: Self-contained—that is good; better than the word I was thinking of for people who do not 
socialise and prefer their own company. In all the workplaces I have been, I cannot imagine a situation in which 
a person could disappear in that work environment and nobody would notice that they were not there. They are 
not there in the change room, they are not there at smoko, they are not at their place of work, and family and 
friends do not receive any contact from them. I do not understand how that could be. I cannot in good conscience 
be a member of this place and not draw this matter to the attention of the house. The prayer that we say every 
day in this house invites us to recognise that we are social beings, yet these sorts of tragedies go on. I hope it is 
not the case, but it seems to me that it is becoming more prevalent. I would like members to think and reflect 
upon that, and upon what we could do as legislators to stop that from occurring. That does not mean to say that 
we have to legislate to do so, but perhaps, in our capacity as members and representatives of our communities, 
we might pause while we are doing all our political stuff—writing newsletters, answering constituents’ calls and 
tending to our websites et cetera—to remind people that we live in a society and that we should be caring for 
each other and looking out for each other. I ask members to contemplate that and think about what they can do, 
so that people in our society will not die alone. Are we that uncaring and isolated from each other that it is easier 
to just shake our heads and say, “That’s sad”, rather than be proactive and do something about it? 

House adjourned at 10.21 pm 
__________ 

 
 


